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August 10, 2017 

Dear School Partner, 

Throughout the influenza season (October to May), the New Jersey Department of Health conducts enhanced 

influenza surveillance. NJDOH collects influenza surveillance data from numerous areas (i.e., emergency 

departments, laboratories, schools, physicians, long-term care facilities).  The information provided serves as an 

indicator of influenza-like illness (ILI) that, combined with other surveillance components, assists us with various 

public health response activities (e.g., targeting influenza vaccination, influenza tracking, preventing community 

spread). The data we collect from our partners also helps to determine the states activity level which is sent Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on a weekly basis.  

NJDOH is currently looking for additional schools to participate in our surveillance program. The information 

collected includes the total number of students in the school and the number of students absent. This 

information is reported online in the Communicable Disease Reporting and Surveillance System (CDRSS) and 

requires only a minimal amount of time and effort on behalf of your staff. Information is collected for Tuesday of 

each week and entered into CDRSS.  If you are interested in participating please complete the attached form and fax 

to 609-826-5972, Attn: Erica Rauch. We will provide you with a user login to the system along with some basic 

training materials. If you have previously reported but have forgotten your user name or password, please contact 

our staff at the number below.   

NJDOH provides regular reports which contain information reported by all of our partners. This report can be found 

at http://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/flu.shtml. In addition, data input by your facility is stored and can be viewed 

directly in CDRSS which can assist your facility with quickly identifying issues which may be occurring in your 

school.  

If you have any questions or concerns about influenza surveillance, please contact Erica Rauch or Annmarie 

Haldeman at 609-826-5964.  We hope you are interested in participating in this important surveillance program. 

Thank you,  

 

Lisa McHugh, MPH 

Influenza Surveillance Coordinator  

Communicable Disease Service 

New Jersey Department of Health  
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Fax to: (609) 826-5972  Attn: Erica Rauch 
 

Communicable Disease Reporting and Surveillance System (CDRSS) User Agreement 
ILI Module 

 
All users of the CDRSS must read and sign a copy of this user agreement and return it to the 
Communicable Disease Service (CDS). Access to the CDRSS is used for the purpose of fulfilling the mission of 
the CDS. The data in the CDRSS are to be treated as confidential and each user agrees to the following: 
 

1. All users must respect the confidential nature of the CDRSS data. Users must not act in any way that 
will intentionally (or unintentionally) compromise the confidentiality of these data. 

2. Only authorized users are allowed access to the system. User access is limited by use of individual, 
unique system user ID and password combinations. New users must complete all necessary system 
training before being granted password access. Users must not share passwords with others or assist in 
unauthorized access to the system. 

3. The system is to be accessed only by authorized users while those users are actively performing project 
tasks requiring use of the system. As soon as users are finished actively performing tasks requiring use 
of the system, they must exit from password-protected system areas. 

4. Access rights to the system are given only to project employees with a clear need to know. Rights are 
given based on the principle of least privilege. Thus, users will only be given the minimum rights 
necessary to perform projects tasks for which they have authorization. 

5. Individuals must access the system using only their own authorized individual and unique userID and 
password. 

6. Any individual detecting a breach of system security or potential security vulnerability must report this 
finding in writing to the CDRSS Helpdesk. 

7. Users are encouraged to notify the supervisor if access rights are no longer needed for areas of the 
CDRSS. 

8. Any CDRSS linkages must be properly documented and authorized by CDS’s CDRSS project manager. 
9. The CDS and disease reporting organizations will ensure that users are properly authorized to transmit 

data to CDC and have all required SDN security certificates. 
 
I have read the above information.  
I understand the importance of and agree to uphold the user agreement rules of the CDRSS. 
 
Date: _____________________ 
 
User’s Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Please print the items below: 
 
User’s Full First and Last Name: _______________________________________________ 
 
User’s E-mail address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
User’s Telephone Number: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Organization:________________________________________________________________ 
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